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Harvester Ant Care Sheet

Genus: Pogonomyrmex

This care sheet offers guidance on keeping harvester ants
(Pogonomyrmex spp.), commonly found in the southwestern
United States.

Behavior and Temperament

Harvester ants are an excellent choice for beginners due to

their resilience and adaptability. Having coexisted with scorpi-

ons for millions of years, they are a hardy species. Feeding
them is simple, as their primary diet consists of seeds. Com-
pared to carpenter ants, harvester ants are more fearless and can display aggressive behavior. While they are
capable of stinging, escapes are unlikely because they are not strong climbers.

Growth

Brood development takes around 4-6 weeks. Usually it will take about 5 weeks, if heated and fed properly. Colo-
nies can likely hit 1000 within a year, but many will be in the hundreds. Harvester ants thrive in warm environ-
ments, and providing a consistent heat source, such as a heat cable, is crucial for their establishment and colony
development. Colonies grow quickly, and harvest seeds as their main food source.

Diet

While seeds are their primary food source, they can also consume up to 30% protein, though it's not required.
Protein can be offered through mealworms, fruit flies, or even cooked chicken and hard-boiled eggs. These indus-
trious ants have a strong preference for sweets, eagerly consuming liquid sugars and fruit, with apples being a
particular favorite. Once the colony moves beyond the nanitic stage, we recommend using medium-sized Ant
Gear liquid feeders. Their large, boxy heads need the extra space to access liquid food efficiently.
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Recommended Supplies Suggested Seeds Suggested Sugars
= Zoo Med Heat Cable! = Dandelion, Kentucky Bluegrass, = Sunburst Ant Nectar, Fruit Pieces,
= Liquid Feeder Sand Dropseed, lacy phacelia, Apple Juice
= Ant Vacuum chia, unsalted and crushed Suggested Protein (Optional)
= Seed Sampler or Dandeli- sunflower seeds = Mealworms, Fruit Flies, Cricket Piec-
on Seeds = Experiment and let us know if es (frozen OK), Dubia Roaches
I you find something they love!
!

Outworld Upkeep

Since harvester ants primarily feed on seeds, a pile of seed husks will accumulate quickly. To help with cleaning,
we highly recommend purchasing The Ant Vacuum from our store, which is specifically designed to remove husks
from the outworld. If any ants are accidentally sucked up along with the debris, you can safely remove them by
hand, as long as you're wearing surgical gloves.



